AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

The disintegration of authority in Italy and
Germany was met by the organisation of
parties who succeeded in their object in
countries where there was no strong demo-
cratic root, and where people were crying out
for a lead. And it is the crying out for a
lead that must be listened to and answered if
it should come in a democracy. But once
started on the road that leads to an authori-
tarian government, the course of events is
more or less similar and, whatever benefits
are reaped, the end is the same. The living
spark of democracy, the freedom of the
individual human soul, is stamped out. . So
these systems are not for us.

Can the Western democracies co-exist with
the totalitarian States ? There is no reason why
they should not. And if there be danger of war,